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infringement is only threatened, an injunc-
tion may be issued to restrain the acts.
EAST'ER, the festival commemorating1 the
resurrection of Christ, observed in many
branches of the Christian Church. By the
first Christians it was regarded as continuing
the feast of the Passover, at which the paschal
lamb, a symbol of Christ, was sacrificed.
Hence its name in Greek and in the Romance
languages is taken from the Hebrew pesach,
meaning passover.
The English name comes from the Anglo-
Saxon Eostre, a goddess of light or spring,
whose festival was celebrated in April. There
was a long dispute in the Christian Church
as to the proper time for holding Easter, the
Christians of the East celebrating it on the
same day as that on which the Jewish Pass-
over fell, that is the fourteenth of Nisan,
while the majority of the Church celebrated
it on the Sunday next after this day. The
controversy was decided by the Council of
Nice in 325, which fixed Easter on the first
Sunday after the full moon which happens
upon or next after March 21. If the full
moon happens on a Sunday, Easter is the
Sunday after,
EASTER LILY, a plant whose waxy-white
fiowers are much used in churches when the
festival of Easter is celebrated. The Easter
lily is a stately plant. The stem bears a
profusion of long, pointed, green leaves, and
the flowers grow straight outward from the
stalk. The varieties seen most frequently in
America were brought from Bermuda, China
and Japan. Though the last two naturally
bloom later than the Bermuda lily, florists
force early blossoming in hothouses.
EASTERN QUESTION*, the name given
to the diplomatic and national interests af-
fected by the gradual retrocession of the
Turkish Empire in Europe, and the prob-
lem of disposing of the territory thus left.
Bulgaria, Rumania, Serbia, Greece, and Al-
bania are the new states which have arisen
on the withdrawal of the Turkish power,
and their history, with the respective policies
of England, Prance, Austria and Russia
toward them, is the history of the phases of
the Eastern Question.
Each of the European powers has stead-
ily sought to preserve its own influence in the
Balkan peninsula and has tried to prevent
the formation of a strong Balkan state
which might resist its demands, For this
reason the powers created the new auton-
 omous state of Albania at the end of the
Balkan Wars, instead of allowing Bulgaria
and its allies to share the conquered ter-
ritory among them. Instead of materially
increasing the strength of each of the Balkan
countries, the Balkan Wars merely gave
each a few additional square miles and cre-
ated a new state, even weaker than the rest.
The Crimean War, the Russo-Turkish War
of 1877-1878, the Armenian massacres of
1896, and the Turko-Qrccian War of 1897,
are among the other notable events con-
nected with the Eastern Question, prior to
the World War (1914-1919). For the set-
tlement of the entire Eastern Question as
the outcome of that struggle, see world
war.
EAST INDIA COMPANY, a trading com-
pany formed in London in 1590 and granted
by the British government the monopoly of
trade with India, China and the East In-
dies. The first charter, granted by Queen
Elizabeth, conferred trading rights for a
period of fifteen years. James I renewed
the charter and made the right perpetual,
reserving to the crown the right to recall it
at three years' notice. Additional power
was granted to the company of seizing and
confiscating ships and goods of contraband
traders, either in the British dominions or in
any of the places where they were authorized
to trade. The political rights which it held
in India made possible oppressive rule there,
and this led, in 1784, to the appointment of a
Board of Control which supervised all acts
of the company except the purely commercial.
In 1813 the charter was renewed > but this
time the right to exclusive trade was con-
fined to China, while the Indian trade was
thrown open to all British subjects. The
renewal of the company's charter again in
1834 took place in the face of stout opposi-
tion to their mercantile and even to their
legislative privileges. In 1858 the govern-
ment of India was vested directly in the
Crown, and henceforth the Company existed
only for the purpose of receiving payment
of the dividends due upon capital.
EAST HTDIES, the name loosely applied
to India, Indo-China and the Malay Archi-
pelago, including the Philippine Islands.
EAST LIVERPOOL, ohio, in Cohtm-
biana County, forty miles northwest of Pitts-
burgh, Pa., on the Ohio Biver and on the
Pennsylvania Bailroad* It has extensive
machine shops and glass factories, many

